
PIONEERING SINCE 1903 



VENTURE INT 
THE UNKNOW 


ULTIMATE ALL-TERRAIN ENDURO MACHINE 

Inspired by discovering remote destinations on tarmac and off, the versatile Husqvarna 701 
is the ultimate all-terrain machine. With its stylish modern design, high-performance engim 
state-of-the-art engineering, and long-distance travel capability, this is the motorcycle desi 
to take you where you dare to venture. 
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This revolutionary new film system offers the largest field of clear vision in moto- 
cross. The FORECAST film system is designed to mount effortlessly into our Race - 
craft, Accuri, and Strata goggles. The 9-pin retention system locks the FORECAST 
securely into place making it the simplest, most effective film system in moto. 
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ADVANCED MUD SYSTEM 






UP FRONT INTERVIEWS -> 


Britain’s up-and-coming enduro racer Brad Freeman 
and female Polish adventurer Kinga Tanajewska 



Riding and reviewing Yamaha’s motocross 
based two-stroke woods weapon 



COLTON HAAKER 
INTERVIEW 


21 questions put to Rockstar Husqvarna’s 
SuperEnduro World Champion 



FACTORY BIKE - SHERCO 
SEF-R300 W^_ _^^ 

An up close look at the surprisingly stock 
Sherco of Tasmanian Matt Phillips 



THE LIST -BIKE WASHING 
ESSENTIALS 


Cleanin’ it right. We tell you how 






MORE POWER. 
MORE SPEED. 
RE CHAMPIONS. 
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EDITORIALS 

Wondering what the bikes of the future will be like? 

More than anything else it seems "environmental regulations” 
are having the biggest impact on the bikes well ride in the future. 
Sure, technology and the desire for smaller, faster, lighter is 
shaping the machinery we buy and enjoy. But the environmental fun 
police and their can’t do this, can’t to that restrictions as regards 
emissions will ultimately have the biggest impact. 

Just how much longer two-strokes will exist is the question many 
of us want answering. It’s a known fact that without big changes 
they likely won’t be available in true road-legal, enduro trim in the 
not so distant future. 

An all four-stroke future is what many predict. As long as it 
means we can keep riding off-road I for one don’t see that there’s too 
much to get upset about. After all, a possible all four-stroke future 
has got to be better that no future at all. 

But will the bikes of the not-so-distant future look like?The one 
thing that connects each of the very different bikes we rode in this 
issue of Enduro illustrated is the fact that they all look very different to 
bikes from 10 or more years ago. All of them. Each is unique in their own 
way, yet also united by a “modern” aesthetic. 

Is it right to presume the bikes of tomorrow will remain this 
way - unique yet somehow connected? Or will restrictions and ever 
tightening regulations result in blander, less exciting machinery? 

Are the bikes we’re riding today as good as they’re going to get? 

Guess we’ll find out soon enough. 

Jonty Edmunds 
jontylfuture7media.com 




TRI-DENSITY GRIPS 

PILLOWS FOR YOUR HANDS 


Vlbrasonlx pillow top eliminates vfcration and 
cushions Impact 

Tacky gel-Uke surface compound Is perfect for 


Inner core compound perfects the bonding 
Interface with bars 

ANTI -Rip Tip uses denser compound to increase 
life of the grip 

Designed to self-dean and shed mud away from 
outer surface 




mm 


AVAILABLE IN 7 COLORWAYS 



//PILLOW TOP 


TRI-DENSITY GRIPS 

PILLOWS FOR YOUR HANDS 



Pro Taper's most popular grip in the off-road world. 

The Pillow Top grip drastically reduces vibration and 

improves your ride. 

• Vibrasonix pillow top eliminates vibration and 
cushions impact 

• Tacky gel-like surface compound is perfect for 
off-road riders 

• Inner core compound perfects the bonding 
interface with bars 

• ANTI-Rip Tip uses denser compound to increase 
life of the grip 

• Designed to self-clean and shed mud away from 
outer surface 


SOFT PILLOW TOP 
ELIMINATES VIBRATION 


INNER CORE 

GRIPS BAR LIKE A VICE 


fPTl VI |*B WWW.PROTAPER.COM 
til K 3 U GPROTAPERUSA 



> > 



AVAILABLE IN 7 COLORWAYS 
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m- ON THE UP UNO UP 


3 Steve Holcombe has exceeded 


as 
Brit 

day two at the GP of Portugal to secure his first 
Enduro Junior class 


Beta 


Media 




Toby Price claimed the win at the opening round of the World Cross Cou 
Rally Championship in Abu Dhabi by nailing ‘the first lOOkms on the final stage 
like desert motocross on rally bikes.’ Price was almost three minutes down as 
the final day began but beat Sam Sunderland, who’s back racing following his 
broken Femur, and Chilean Pablo Quintanilla into second and third. 

Photo: M.Kin/KTM Media 




BIG 3 


#3.3 -UP AND OVER 

The final round of the 2016 SuperEnduro World Championship in Madrid, 
Spain didn’t bring much inthe way of happy memories for Jonny Walker. 
With one hand on a first indoor title a broken leg at the penultimate 
round in the Czech Republic ultimately derailed Jonny’s title dreams. 
With Erzberg just around the corner he now faces a battle against time 
to be ready to defend his Iron Giant crown. 

Photo: Future7Media 




THE COLLECTION 

GOING 12 O’CLOCK WITH INSTAGRAM 

1. Ever considered riding over a house? Cody Webb’s already done it. 

2. Jonny Walker taming a nasty little climb at The Wall Extreme in Italy. 

3. A bit of a ^throwback with Geoff Aaron finishing the Red Bull Last Man Standing 
event in style. 

4. Colton Haaker knows how to get himself a proper 13 o’clock rock splat. 



4 . 



5. Beta’s Max Gerston riding one of the toughest obstacles from the 2015 
EnduroCross series. 

6. Destry Abbott’s mighty KX500 smoker. Not an obvious ‘up-and-over’ weapon. 

7. Kyle Redmond coming into land south of the boarder. 

8. Graham Jarvis is always at ease with his front wheel off the ground. 



liMMi 


QUOTES 


INTERESTING STUFF PEOPLE SAID 


“The first orange KTM was the Duke in 1993. Kawasaki was 
green, Honda red, Yamaha blue and Suzuki yellow so this didn’t 

leave us with many options.” 
Gerald Kiska - KTM Head Designer 

“You don't really understand how hard Dakar is until 
you’ve raced it. For me it was a nice experience, but 
psychologically exhausting.” 
Ivan Cervantes 


“If the Sherco deal was to end for any reason, I reckon there’d be 
a spot for me with KTM straight away. I’d say it's quite possible 
that I’ll be back racing with KTM in the future.” 

Matt Phillips 




“Even though I've raced five ISOEs, the special tests in Morocco 
were by far the most dangerous I’ve ever seen. I was happy to 
get through safe and healthy.” 

Taylor Robert 

“Kailub (Russell] has set the bar high in GNCC. He’s been the 
rider to beat for a few years now and knows woods racing 
inside out.” 

Josh Strang 

“I was given a great opportunity in motocross and I enjoyed it, 
but it was hard to keep on riding for free. I had to think about 
my future a little bit.” 

Nathan Watson 


“In my first indoor enduro event in 2013 1 set the fastest lap in 
practice but crashed in both qualifying races and didn’t make it 
to the finals. I’ve calmed down a lot since then.” 

Jonny Walker 






CON 


iRATULATIONS 


GAS GAS 



Girona-based manufacturer Gas Gas are back up and running, once again building enduro 
bikes. Determined to revive the brand, Torrot Electric recently committed to a claimed 
£13,000,000 investment over three years, which means they’re very much still in the 
game. The production lines in Girona are already pumping out the bikes, which is great 
news for dirt bikers in all countries. 


Gas Gas official race team have already begun their 3016 campaigns. Gas Gas Factory 
Pons Team features two riders in the Enduro World Championship, with youngster Diogo 
Ventura fighting for top honours in Enduro Juniors and Jonathan Barragan racing in 
Enduro 3. 


The Gas Gas plan is a simple one - to build quality not quantity, to have strong race 
teams out there promoting the brand and to rebuild relationships [and sales] in Europe 
and in particular America. Welcome back Gas Gas! 






GOOD TO KNOW 

MOTOREX SUPPORTS ISDE RACERS 

In a year of many firsts for the International Six Days Enduro, Swiss lubricant 
manufacturer Motorex are offering Club Trophy and Vintage Trophy competitors the 
opportunity to enjoy a free supply of premium lubricants and bike care products. 

All riders who chose to enter the respective “Motorex Challenge - Club Trophy” and 
“Motorex Challenge - Vintage Trophy” categories will gain access to Motorex’ top-of-the- 
line products for the duration of the event that kicks off at October 11 in Navarra, Spain. 

To learn more about the Motorex Challenge and download the relevant application 
form, click here. 




PRODUCT SPOTLIGHT 


mcom 
mousse mm 



Fitting a mousse with poor equipment is harder than training for the Olympics. 
Worse still is the fact that with the wrong tools it’ll take twice as long as it need do. 
Not what anyone wants after a long day in the saddle, or when preppin’ a bike for a 
weekend ride. 

Luckily Rabaconda have things nailed. 

Designed and developed by the global dirt bike 
community, the Rabaconda 
3-Minute Mousse Changer is 
the quickest and easiest way 
to change your mousses. 

The beauty of it is the 
design, which helps you 
get through each stage of 
the tyre changing process 
easier and therefore quicker. 

It suits 16-21-inch wheels and is 


designed to fit 20-28mm axle sizes. 

The steel and aluminium construction comes with a strong, 
Cordura carry bag for storage and travel. The Rabaconda 3-Minute 
Mousse Changer can be assembled in seconds without tools and 
stands off the ground at a working height of around half a meter. 


More info: rabaconda.com 




UPFRONT 


# 1 This is the Yamaha WR450F that Stefan Merriman rode to third place in the 
Enduro 2 class of the 2006 World Enduro Championship. Claiming three victories 
in the WEC that year, the Aussie went on to secure a third place finish at the 2006 
ISDE in New Zealand. 


# 2 Featuring an aluminium chassis the bike that UFO Corse Yamaha developed for 
Merriman in 2006 was actually a motocross-based, pre-production version of the 
heavily updated WR450F Yamaha launched the following year. 






I Merriman raced with the Italian-based squad for three years, delivering them the 
2004 Enduro 1 title and two top three finishes in Enduro 2. He then signed with 
Aprilia and contested the EWC for another two years before returning to Australia. 
Now he’s winning national titles racing mountain bikes. 

# 4 Around the time the picture was taken Johnny Aubert was making his debut in the 
WEC. Two years later the Frenchman won the Enduro 2 championship to offer Yamaha 
their last major title in the series. For 2016 the Japanese brand have returned to the 
Blue Ribbon class with their all-new WR450F. 


5 THINGS THAT... 



jonnywalker_22 #gameface 
view all 55 comments 

jameshllverda Don't listen to the haters 
@jonnywalker_22 that Is an epic beard! 
staderini In onore del grande 
moscardellinn ©sgreppabozzl 
travls.schrage Hahahaha 
rachsc427 Now that's gotta be a 70’s porn 
beard @ 

prvsz @hl_oktanowy rozumiem, ze 
zapuszczasz teraz? :d 
lltommygunll ‘gte<ss , ^'don't do It 

@jonnywalker_22 

klll2ride I want my old beard back like this 
one... ©hallababy 
raaibz Jonny Look Like over 60 
zach_606 ®no_mods 
hi oktanowv Oorvsz tak! 

\ Add a comment.. 


#1- MM US LAUGH 

JONNY 'BEARDr WALKER 

Following revelations that Jonny Walker nevertravels anywhere without his hairdryer, Extreme 
Enduro’s most famous Hipster has gone full beard. Next month: ‘Mum forever’ tattoos... 


#2- CAUGHT OUR 
ATTENTION 

SALVINI MEETS THE POPE 
Along with the likes of Tony Cairoli 
and Giovanni Sala (and 7’500 other 
motorcyclists], Alex Salvini met 
Pope Francis at Piazza San Pietro, 
Rome recently thanks to the Italian 
Motorcycle Federation. Bless 'em... 



#3 -SAVED USTIME 


We’ve lost count of the times 
Michelin’s online route 
planner has helped us 
make it to the start 
of an enduro event on 
time. Nothing super 
neworsuperfancybut 
we’d trust it to reach 
even the remotest of places. 
http://www.viamichelin.com/ 



WE ENJOYED 

WATCHING 

HOW TO RIDE... BITCHS 

FEMALE EDITION 

Howto ride femme a la femme. 
It’s tres sexy, and seriously funny. 
That’s all you need to know from us. 
Tittps://vimeo.com/160 l l76309 




#5 -SERIOUSLY IMPRESSED OS 

PERSONAL LOCATOR BEACON 
Australian company Kinetic Technology has a range 
of Emergency Positioning Indicating Radio Beacons 
[EPIRBs] that they say are “the last line of defence 
for those going to sea or riding in remote places.” 
Perfect for enduro. 


\EQ® 




TAKE A LOOK 

THREE WEBSITES WORTH CHECKINS OUT... 


www.cmsstrainingendum.com 

Language: English 
Type: Extreme Enduro 

Among other things you’ll find on crosstrainingenduro.com is a tonne of extreme enduro 
riding technique videos, some madness and, importantly and aside form the piss taking 
commentary and dry Aussie humour, blokes trying to ride better. Slightly surreal with 
some funnies and a few helpful moments. 


www.om2000riders.com 

Language: English, Italian, French 
Type: Alps Rally 

The Hard Alps Tour enters its eighth year in 2016 and as ever welcomes entries from 
anyone and anything capable of completing the 24hr/550kms event. OverOOOOriders.com 
covers the ‘HAT’ plus other events and trips crossing Bosnia and Croatia. 


www.toumtech.com 

Language: English, German 
Type: Rally bike building 

We know the word Touratech can often trigger images of beardy, middle-aged blokes on 
adventure bikes but in this video they’re building a Honda CRF1000 Africa Twin for Dirk 
von Zitzewitz to race the Hellas Rally on. Well worth a watch. 


PRODUCT 

spomm 

FXR MISSION MX PANTS JERSEY 

Well-known for delivering quality snowmobile products, 
Canadian based FXR Racing has been making a push in 
the offroad market for the past few years. Their latest 
combo of Mission MX pant and jersey feature as much 
or maybe more technology than products from many 
well-established brands in the market. Offered in a 
selection of vibrant colours the jersey is made out of 
lightweight high-performance mesh polyesterwith 
ventilation and moisture absorption. The matching 
pants have pre-curved knees that create extra space 
for braces. They’re made from durable 900D polyester 
and offer adjusters at the waist for improved fit. 

More info: www.fxrracing.com 

RIDE 100% BRISKER GLOWS 

For those looking for a light glove that’ll help keep 
hands warm in chillier conditions, 100% has the answer. 
With a decent amount of insulation to block out cool 
weather the Brisker gloves feature a single-layer 
Clarino palm construction giving a closerthan close 
connection with handlebars, with silicone printed 
graphics providing that extra bit of grip in damp 
conditions. Their interior has been designed to absorb 
moisture while not letting cold air get through to 
your hands. They might not be waterproof but they’ll 
definitely keep your hands warmer than any set of 
non-weather specific gloves. 

More info: www.ridelOOpercent.com 



GOOD DEWS 

BECAUSE WE’RE ALL SICK OF NEW TM MAINSTREAM NEWS... 

Laia Sanz has got herself a new book, in which she recites 
her journey to a ninth place finish at the 2015 Dakar. 

According to a recent poll 78% of Chilean people 
want the Dakar to return to their country. 


Spain’s Sandra Gomez became the first women to win 
EnduroCross/SuperEnduro titles in both North America 
and Europe. 


Cody Webb, Colton Haaker and Laia Sanz, have all signed 
up for this year’s ErzbergRodeo. 



KTM have recently extended their contract 
with Fabio Farioli, who will remain as 
manager of the KTM Enduro Factory Racing 
Team for three more years. 


Riders from 45 different countries will test their extreme 
enduro skills at this year’s Red Bull Romaniacs. The country 
with most participants is Great Britain (103 riders). 

Europe’s top two motorcycle manufacturers, namely KTM 
and BMW, sold more bike than ever in 2015. KTM sold 
180,801 bikes with BMW following with 138,963 units. 


Jamie McCanney has been chosen for the Isle of Man 
Sport Aid's scholarship programme, earning financial 
support towards travel and equipment. 
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Brad, at the half way stage of the 2016 EEC series you’re ahpad in the 
overall standings. Is that what you hoped for or a real surprise? 

“I wasn’t expecting things to go so well so soon. I’ve had lots of positives in the 
two European rounds and not made too many mistakes. Most importantly, I’ve 
showed I had the speed to win all four race days. To come away with two overall 
victories and two runner-up spots is good for the season. Mistakes cost me 
further wins. It’s all about experience I suppose, but we’re getting there.” 

You spent most of 2015 recovering from injury, are you back to your 
best now? 

“I’m pretty close to being back at 100%. I spent seven months off a bike last 
year when I injured my ankle, so when I got cleared to ride again I struggled to 
get my fitness and speed back at first. Things also started earlier this year with 
two rounds for the European championship in March, so I didn’t have much time. 
But the worst part of the injuries is over and my riding can only get better now.” 
How do ym find competition at the EEC series? 

“It’s a brilliant series, the events are great. Pretty often you see EWC guys 
like Antoine Basset or Jeremy Carpentier having a go and they don’t find it 
really easy. Basset got the overall win from me on day two in France, but we 
had a good battle all weekend. The EWC is the pinnacle of our sport but the 
European championship is a great step-up from national level competition.” 
Why chd you choose to contest the European series instead of the EWC? 
“The World championship was of out of reach this year. From where I was 
coming from I needed time to build on my speed and the European series 
was the perfect place to get into the swing of things again. The EWC 
seemed a step too far, plus it needed a budget we didn’t have. The World 
championship is where I want to be ultimately. I’m 19 now so I have three 
or four years that I can race the Junior World Championship.” 

What goals have you set for the season? 

“Clearly, I want to win the overall at the European Enduro Championship. 

I have a 25-point lead already so I can afford some minor mistakes. The 
British Championship isn’t out of reach either. That’s probably going to 
be the hardest to win but I’ll do my best. I’m also in for the last three 
rounds of the EWC in Spain, Italy and France. I want to be in the World 
championship next year and that’s what I’m pushing for.” 



I SURVIVED 
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nvest some money. Everything needs to be super-light and reliable when 
travelling on a bike. As you’re practically carrying your home you’ll need a bed, a kitchen 
and an entertainment room all at the same time. Don’t try to save money on things you! 
be using on a daily basis. If they’re not made to last, you’ll end up spending more money 
to replace them. 









"BUILT RIGHT, LIGHT, INCREOIBLY NIMBLE AND MURE THAN READY 
TO BE RACED, IN MANY WAYS IT'S EVERYTHING A GOOD MID-SIZED, 
OIL BURNING TWO-STROKE SHOULD BE..." 



T rying to understand how 
important the “enduro sector” 
is to Japanese bike builders is 
anything but easy. Most, Yamaha 
included, are wholeheartedly 
committed to a four-stroke future. 

The honest truth is that most don’t 
really care too much about the 
relatively small world of enduro. 

Thankfully, Yamaha does. In recent 
years they’ve delivered not only the 
new WR250F and WR450F but also the 
YZ250X - that rarest of rare things, a new 
model Japanese two-stroke woods racer. 
It wasn’t exactly difficult for Yamaha to 
modify their existing YZ250 MX machine, 
it’s the fact they took interest in two- 
strokes that’s significant. 

Then along comes the WR250 - a 
bike crafted from the YZ250X, which in 
turn is derived from the YZ250. A kind 
of full-on European enduro model. Wow! 
Was this finally a bike from a Japanese 
manufacturer stepping forward with 
real aspirations of making a splash in 
the two-stroke enduro pool? 

No, is the simple answerto that 
question. The WR250 is a bike that 
Yamaha Europe decided to build - and 
hat’s off to them for doing so -and has 
nothing to do with Japan. Sadly, there’s 
little to suggest it’s a toe-in-the-water 
first offering that’ll be backed up by 
a further developed, possibly fuel 
injected, 250cc two-stroke machine. 


REWORKED FOR LIFE IN THE WOODS 

The WR250 is built for Yamaha Europe by Italian offroad specialist 
MOTO SPA. We say built because there really is a lot more that’s gone 
into the bike than simply throwing a handful of woods friendly parts 
at it. Using the YZ250X as its staring point, the WR250 features 
internal and external changes that allow it to be road registered 
within Europe, and better suited to enduro use. 

Externally, it looks like a YZ250X with lights, which is no 
surprise. But inside both the engine and suspension the WR250 
has been altered for enduro use. Just not in a particularly 
straightforward way. Opting not to add any additional flywheel 
weight, in order to soften the bike’s power the motor’s 
compression ratio is reduced from 8.9:1 to 7.9:1, the volume of 
the head chamber is increased by P.lcc [21.5cc to 23.6cc] and 
the exhaust port is raised by 0.5mm. Accordingly, the power valve 
shape is updated to match the revised exhaust port height. There 
are additional changes to the Yamaha Power Valve System [YPVS] 
system. And a new CDI that features delayed timing in mid-to-high 
rpm for a broader and more gentle pull. 

In the exhaust department, the expansion chamber has a new 
design for claimed better protection when riding offroad, with the 
pipe also being narrower. Internal changes to the clutch along 
with a new clutch spring give lighter lever pressure and a more 
progressive feeling. 

Using the YZ’s five-speed transmission Yamaha made internal 
changes to provide the wide-ratio design that was necessary for the 
WRP50. First and second gears have the same ratios as the YZ25D. 
But third gear is closer to second, fourth is further away and fifth is 
way taller - similar to going down five teeth on the rear sprocket. 

With Yamaha’s trademark aluminium chassis remaining 
unchanged, the set of KYB air-oil separated [AOS] forks and KYB 
rear shock feature updated and softer valving. Other offroad parts 
include the solid spring-loaded side stand, the 18-inch rear wheel, 
an 0-ring chain and a fuel petcock with reserve that’s fitted to the 
otherwise identical fuel tank. 









STRONG MOTOR, INCREDIBLE CHASSIS 

The WR250 feels and rides like a bike that’s both ultra modern 
yet notably dated. Modern because it’s angular, contemporary 
lines and narrow feeling bodywork make it feel new, nimble and 
exciting. Dated because it has no electric starter- something 
that can’t be overlooked and as such the one thing that stops it 
truly feeling like a modern day enduro bike. 

Yamaha build quality is well documented, and the way 
the WR250’s panels neatly fit together, the solid snap of the 
footpegs and the general layout of all parts is faultless. The 
slender aluminium frame is as eye catching as it is simple 
and durable. The bike’s components - brakes, carburettor, 
controls -are all top-notch. 

For all the revisions and modifications it’s instantly 
clear when riding that a YZ250 lies within. For some the fact 
that the bike retains a slightly edgy, race ready feel will be 
welcomed. For others - those looking for a somewhat more 
sedate machine, that won’t be the case. While smooth the 
power is certainly strong. It’s manageable and plentiful, 
and while anything but aggressive it isn’t a motor that’s 
seemingly happiest when plodding along. 

The impressiveness of the WR’s suspension was something 
we weren’t expecting. We guessed the motor would retain a 
certain amount of the YZ’s DNA, which it unquestionably does, 
but the dampers offer very little suggestion that they’re MX 
units re-worked for enduro. Feeling more than plush during 
the initial part of their respective strokes, it was the their 
performance at the lower end of the stroke that impressed 
most. Their resistance to bottoming, especially the forks, 
even when pushed hard into a high-speed G-outs was pretty 
astonishing. With softened, re-valved MX suspension often a 
little susceptible to bottoming it seems Yamaha have come 
up with fork and shock settings that work well at both slower 
andhigherspeeds. 


GOTWHATITTAKES? 

There’s a lot that we loved about the WR250. Despite 
its relative age - the YZ that it’s built from hasn’t been 
seriously updated in quite some time - the bike feels 
anything but dated in terms of its ergonomics. The 
performance of the chassis - the way the bike steers, the 
way it handles and the way it feels incredibly light and 
nimble - is little short of outstanding. It’s possibly the 
lightest feeling mid-sized two-stroke we’ve ridden recently. 

Pointing the bike at true enduro terrain generally 
resulted in a positive outcome. Finding traction was never 
an issue and the way the bike reacted was just as an enduro 
bike should. Basically, it wasn’t overly stiff or aggressive, 
nor did it need to be ridden at super-low rpm to deliberately 
stop the motor building rpms too quickly. That said the bike 
did seem to work best when being ridden with intent. 

One thing the WR highlighted more than anything else 
was the value or an electric starter, which of course it 
doesn’t have. In having no magic button the WR felt like a 
car without electric windows. Starting ‘the old fashioned 
way’ was fine when setting off or whenever time wasn’t an 
issue, but when right leg down in a rocky stream not having 
a button was, well, a pain in the proverbial! 

The second thing that we struggled with a little was the 
lack of flywheel weight. For all the work that’s been put 
into the bike to mellow the motor, a little bit of additional 
weight on the crank wouldn’t have gone a miss. We might 
even go as far as saying it’s pretty much absolutely needed. 
What we struggled with was the bike’s ease of stalling when 
throttling off on descents. 

Yamaha’s WR250, in much the same way as the YZ250X, 
is a simple, straightforward, honest 250cc two-stroke. 

Built right, light, incredibly nimble and more than ready to 
be raced, in many ways it’s everything a good mid-sized, 
oil burning two-stroke should be. 
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WHO NEEDS THE BUTTON? 

At the beginning of our day on the WR we 
didn’t think the lack of electric start would 
be a big issue. But for us it became one, 
especially as the day wore on. Adding a 
little extra flywheel weight is simple enough 
to do, but having to kick the bike into life 
each time it stalled soon became tiresome. 




For all we know this limited edition 


WR250 might be the last ever offered by 
Yamaha Europe, in light of ever tightening 
Euro emissions regulations. In many ways 
that’s a real disappointment as despite the 
YZ250 base model having a few years on its clock it’s 
still an amazing handling bike and a hugely competent 
woods machine. 


Does modifying a motocrosser into a cross-country 
bike and then into an enduro machine work? Kind of yes. 
Kind of not. If you accept the fact that it’s a converted MX 
bike, and not a from-the-ground-up woods machine, and 
if you’re not too bothered about the lack of an electric 
starter, Yamaha’s WR250 is unquestionably a bike that’ll 
offer good service to just about any rider. 



YAMAHA'S 250 SMOKER IN NUMBERS 



Stephane Peterhansel 
is World Champion on 
Yamaha’s WR250Z 


years after the last 
WRP50Z, Yamaha roll 
out the 2016 WR250 


Fuel tank capacity 


8.0 



litres 


inch 



Complete protection 

Radiator Braces 

Can be purchased 
separately or as a kit 
that includes the guards. 

www.endm 





HWcc 

YPVS-EftUIPPED 
ENGINE ON THE 
NEW WR250 

Reduced compression 
ration compared 
to the YIR50 

7.9:1 

DAYS 

51 

WIDE-RATIO 

TRANSMISSION 



wrat— 

fneering 


Radiator Guards 

Additional front protection 
for your radiators. 

Mounts to the braces. 


veng.com 
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GALLERY #15.01 

Test With a View 

Before the rain and mud of round two in Portugal it was the dry, rocky 
conditions of the GP of Morocco that kick started the 2016 Maxxis FIM 
Enduro World Championship, or EnduroGP as it’s now known. Despite one 
or two small glitches the Agadir based race ensured a worthy season 
opener - one that from the start of the extreme test offered some truly 
spectacular views. 
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GALLERY #15.02 

Cross Country Supreme 

Long and rough, the Moroccan enduro test was a great way to start 
the 2016 EnduroGP series. An old fashioned, one lined test from start 
to finish it was littered with rocks, dusty ruts, occasionally dogs [just 
ask Jamie McCanney] and for much of the way around lined with small, 
green bushes armed with menacing, razor sharp spikes. As it should be, 
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GALLERY #15.03 


Hard Chargers 

One Finnish defending Enduro 1 World Champion 
verses the new guard. Eero Remes’ double win 
wasn’t exactly a surprise - his early season 
Italian Enduro Championship form is never 
much to go off - but what became crystal clear 
in Morocco is that snapping at his heals are a 
number of victory hungry youngsters eagerto 
push him from the podium’s top step. Alongside 
Remes Yamaha’s Jamie McCanney, KTM mounted 
Nathan Watson and Kawasaki’s Gianluca Martini 
were all impressive. 
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GALLERY #15.05 

Battle Royale 

With Nambotin out in Enduro 2 it was an unfamiliar site not seeing a KTM rider among those 
battling for the Enduro 2 class win. As it was, Sherco’s Matt Phillips and Husqvarna’s Mathias 
Bellino stepped forward as the two riders to beat and most likely the two riders to head the 
class during 2016. With Beta 
refreshing their E2 aspirations 
and Yamaha also back in the mix 
there’s plenty of variety within 
the Blue Ribbon category. 
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GALLERY #15.06 ■ 

Two Stroke Delight 

Few looked to the Enduro 3 class to deliver any real drama in 
Morocco. But it did. And it saw Steve Holcombe emerge as much more 
than simply the class new boy. With team mates Johnny Aubert and 
Holcombe delivering Beta a lock-out of the top step of the podium, 
it was Holcombe who emerged looking every bit a title challenger. 
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GALLERY #15.07 

Sunset 

Racing on the beach was something new for the 
world series. But the Friday night super test didn’t 
exactly go as hoped. With a lack of light forcing 
an early end to the proceedings, the world’s 
best didn’t get to enjoy the short blast in the 
Agadir sand. Before its cancelation the test nonetheless 
ensured a picturesque start to the 2016 championship, e 
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READY TO RACE 



As KTM launch their P017 EXC and XC models 
Enduro illustrated caught up with Philipp 
Habsburg - KTM’s head of RED. The man 
responsible for all KTM bike development, 
in light of KTM’s ever growing street bike 
commitment we figured there’d be no better 
person to quiz about the importance of the 
Austrian brand’s enduro line-up... 


Words: Future7Media, Photos: KTM Images B Tatar elMedla 




Philipp, can you begin by filling us in on horn you arrived at 
the top ofKTM’s RSD department? 


. started at KTM in 1998, quite a along time ago now. Always in 
D, I started as a designer on the 640 Duke U. After that I started 
as the project leader for the LC8 two cylinder engine. Then, after 
some time, I was head of department for all LC8 development. In 
2005 1 took over the whole chassis development so everything from 
50cc up to at that time 990cc bikes. In 2010 1 took over the whole 
R6D business in KTM.” 


Do you ride? We get the impression the RGD department’s 
a happy bunch who love riding bikes - is that true? 


“Ha! Yes, we try to enjoy ourselves. In R8D there is nobody who 
doesn’t ride motorcycles because we think it is very important that 
the guys and girls feel the things that they do. It’s true that there 
is a lot of passion. Everyone knows KTM’s line ‘Ready To Race’. It is 
very true. For sure it would not be the same if we were in washing 
machine R&D! 

“I try to be on the bike as much as possible, but for sure I should 
ride more. We use different types of prototype stages and regularly 
go on rides - trips to Spain or around enduro tracks, race tracks, or 
just on the streets around Mattighofen 


Now the road bike range is growing so rapidly, how 
important are enduro motorcycles to KIM? lire road bikes 


now more important? 



“No, no, no. Enduro is always important to KTM. We are coming from 
enduro. The thing we know for maybe more than ten years now is the 
offroad segment is pretty much limited [in size]. For sure there are 
times when we have ups and downs but now together with Husqvarna 
we are selling around 80,000 bikes a year. 

“In some countries we have shares of 70% of the enduro market 
and it is impossible to sell more. For that reason we put more effort 
into the street bike market because we want to sell more in that 
country. What’s important is that we did not put less effort on the 
enduro side, we put more effort on the street bike side.” 









mm IS ALWAYS IMPORTANT WKTM... WE DID NOT 
POT LESS EFFORT ON THE ENDORO SIDE, WE POT MORE 
EFFORT ON THE STREET DM SIDE..: 





KTM’s MotoGP project is an exciting new chapter, bringing new engineers 
and ideas into Mattighofen. Can anything be learned and transferred over 
to dirt bikes? 


“Sure. In KTM it is tradition that motorsports and R&D are very much linked together. There 


are two different departments because the targets are completely different. But we try to 
really link them together very closely. We always do racing then we do production, this is 
important for philosophy and development. So we always try out first in racing and prove 
them there. Then we bring them to production. 


“I think there will be things we can bring to the street bikes and also for enduro. We are 
gaining a lot of experience now especially with the transmission side, we are doing new 
things with the electronics too. So there will be development products coming out of the 
linked departments of racing and R&D.” 


Are KTM and Husqvarna’s R&D departments separate? How does it work? 
Is there just one R&D department working on offroad bikes, taking 
separate paths? 


“KTM and Husqvarna are linked together in the R&D department. For sure there are some 
different people there who are working on the two different brands but they are all the 
same company. We always develop the bikes in parallel, which is why we always bring them 
out in the same model year.” 


“Things work off a platform. The first thing we do is not KTM or Husqvarna but a platform, 
for example the chassis or engine. Out of this platform there will be dedicated people 
doing their own thing - Husqvarna and KTM people doing their own thing.” 


Is your job currently mainly honing weight, power and suspension? 
Are the steps forward these days only small ones? 


“Models go in six-year cycles, so every two years it has a face-lift, every three years a new 
model. Every six year it will be all-new, like we will see this year in enduro models. New engine, 
new frames, new swingarm, new electrics. Everything completely new from scratch. 

“For sure the leaps in motocross and enduro are not that big now, not like maybe 10 
years ago. But as you can see from MY16 motocross bikes we have removed around five 
kilos and this is a big change, like you will see in the enduro models. We are putting a lot of 
effort into weight, performance and rideability. First of all we have to work on the chassis, 
then the engine, then the suspension, the last stop is the electronics.” 


So what does that mean in terms of the S017 enduro bikes? 


“Last year we introduced the MY16 motocross bikes, which are 
a big change and lots of ingredients from the motocross bikes 
will feed into the enduro bikes. They will be much lighter and 
completely new. 

“If you want to cut down five kilos from an offroad bike, that’s 
quite a high percentage of the whole bike so you really have to 
touch everything in development - everything from the small 
screws to the complete engine. You have to improve the whole 
bike to make it feel like there is a lot of improvement.” 


“FOR SURE THERE V 
IN KTM’S MODEL Ll 
WE’RE PUSHING HA 
TWO-STROKE DEVEi 


The future of two-stroke bikes is something many 


enduro riders worry about. Can you reassure us KTM 
won’t opt for an ail four-stroke future? 


“For sure there will be two strokes in our model line-up in 10 
years. We are working hard on that. You know we have a lot 
of development on the smaller capacity bikes, on the two 
strokes, and we’re pushing hard to even accelerate two-stroke 
development there. So for sure, there will be two-strokes in ten 
years from now. “ 


A/e are working on fuel-injected bikes now because some bikes 
with carburettors find it harder to meet Euro regulations for 
emissions. We will have fuel injected two strokes but for now 
we work on both. We see the advantages and disadvantages. 
Eight or 10 years ago nobody really wanted to have two strokes 
anymore, meanwhile a lot of offroad customers are coming 
back to two strokes because as you know it can be expensive to 
maintain four strokes. 


“But a B50 two-stroke is easy. It’s much easier for the 
customers and we want to continue with these advantages. 
For sure if you put more electronics on a bike it becomes more 
sophisticated. So we try hard to keep two strokes as simple as 
possible but for sure in the future there will be some adaptation 
to meet the Euro 4 and Euro 5 regulations.” 






In what ways has the development of the KTM 2017 
models been affected by EuroO regulations? What about 
the 2018 models? 


i 



“Model year 17 bikes are not really affected by the new 
regulations, we are already in production so they will fit inside 
the regulation dates so it is possible to still homologate them 
up to Euro 3. For MY18 we think it’s not possible to make the 
homologation, but we are still working on the possibility to use 
carburettors. It is not finally decided if we will go with carbs or 
injection. We are working in parallel on different projects and we 
will find in a few months from now how we will go on. Then we will 
concentrate on just one direction.” 


What about a KTM trials bike? 


“If I would tell you we are never, ever thinking of trials I would lie! 
Yes we are thinking of making a trials bike because it is the last 
offroad model we do not have in our programme. On the other side 
the trials market is a very small one. We are talking about 8-10,000 
units a year from all makes worldwide. 

“For sure it is very easy for KTM to produce a trials bike because 
we have a good infrastructure and dealer network. Even if you do 
the best trials bike, maybe we achieve one third of the market. 
For that you have to develop a complete new engine line-up, new 
chassis and suspension. So, yes, we are already thinking of it and 
yes we did some development work on that but we have no plans 
to bring this into production.” 


As far as extreme enduro is concerned, will bikes evolve 



to meet this growing segment of the enduro scene? 


“In these kinds of events we are quite successful! So we do not 
see a need for a special kind of development. As you know we have 
a Freeride model line. For riders that maybe don’t have the know- 
how on the bike then in my opinion the Freeride is one of the best 
models on the market. It’s pretty hard to explain to a customer 
that maybe it would be a better bike than a A50 EXC. All we can do 
is make this bike available for people to try. Also, we are lucky that 
we sell so many EXCs so, you know, we do something right.” 


What’s better a four stroke or a two stroke? 


“Ha! It depends on the terrain. I ride offroad but I’m not 
really good. Maybe it is betterto have a two stroke, especially 
when you fall off the bike a lot. But for sure we recognise the 
four strokes are easier to ride because they are a little bit 
smoother. From my point of view there is no right or wrong. 
We sell around 30,000 two strokes a year so it is nearly half 
of our production so I think also our customers are 50/50 on 
this question.” 


Have you already made the best bike ever? If not 
what’s been the best bike you’ve worked on up to 
this point? 


f “For myself for offroad it’s the Freeride 350 and the 1390 
Super Duke on the street. Because I ride enduro but not at 
a very good level, for me the 350 two-stroke Freeride is the 
perfect bike to ride in hills, over rocks and wherever. It’s easy 
to touch the ground and it’s light. Like a lot of people I think 
37 horsepower is enough!” 


Finally ; if money were no object what things would 
you do to an enduro bike to make it awesome? 


“If money were nothing to do with the equation we could 
go lighter. Titanium, magnesium, super high alloys steels. 
We are using high alloy steels but there are some out in the 
market that are so much more expensive than the standard 
ones, to use them makes no sense for production.” 
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The 

He’s the 

Champion who’s already hard at work prep 
for the August 27th start of the 2016 US 
Endurocross series. Enduro illustrated caught up 
with Colton Haaker to chat about his aggressive 
riding, netting a first major title outside of the 
States, his plans to race at Enherg and why 
investing in a full-size EnduroCross track is 
one of the best things he's ever done... 

Words B Photos by Future7Media 



First things first, do you find it a little strange that you earned 
your first major title outside the States? 

riL-!‘Vo^ ji-’eeiipQr-wwoirri f or me . But I think it’s awesome for me 
to win my first champi WffpWside of theiiS. It’s some# s r i m , g“not 
a lot of riders have ever done and I think it’s great. Coming into the 
series I wanted to be up front and do well but thinking I could win 
it in my first year, I knew that was a long shot. I guess everything 
came together for me at the right time - 1 got my bike dialled in, 
physically everything was good, my race-craft got better and better 
and things just happened at the right time for me. The SuperEnduro 
series is something I worked hard for and I’m proud to have won it.” 
Looking back on the six round SuperEnduro series, howdo you 
explain the fact thatyou gotmotabtystronger race-on-race? - 
CH: “I figured out how to put myself in the right position in a race. 

I realised the races were shorter than the American series but 
long enough to make up time and to catch people. A lot happens 
and I was learning the racing as I went along. I wasn’t off the 
podium from the third round to the last round. I got rid of a lot of 
my mistakes and managed everything really well. By the end of the 
series I just about had things figured out.” 

So, would you say your consistency was the thing that helped 
you the most? 

CH: “It certainly helped. You know my opponents did mess up a bit, 
too. Jonny [Walker] unfortunately broke his leg otherwise he would 
have been in there. Cody had that one, big crash in Prague, which 
cost him the championship. Nothing’s ever done, which is why the 
racing went down to the last turn of the last race.” 

Let’s jump back to the final round of the 2015 SuperEnduro 
series in France. You had a disastrous night, yet 12 months on 
you’re the SuperEnduro champion! 

CH: “I remember going into that race with broken ribs and feeling 
under the weather. I went to see what jet lag is like, to shake some 
stuff out and see what would happen. I was pretty excited even 
though I had an injury - 1 was looking forward to racing in Europe. 
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CH: “My aggressiveness - I’m a very aggressive rider. 

And my speed. I have really good speed if I need it. I'd 
say I’m in really good shape too as I don’t ever get tired 
in a race. I always did a lot of cardio training growing up 
and I think that helps me now I’m older.” 

What about being mentally tough? 

CH: “I think I’m mentally resilient. Going into that last 
race with a two-point lead in the championship I put 
everything else out of my head and I did what I had to 
do. I think winning the title is testament to my mental strength. I got a crappy start and 
then just did what I had to do to get where I needed to be. I let the training take over and 
I was really proud that I could do that.” 

What changed from France 2015 to Poland 2016, was it more training, being more 
experienced or simply wanting to show the real Colton Haaker? 

CH: “ I wanted to come; into the series and be up front. The big change for me was I'd had 
all of the previous EnduroCross season to get acclimatised to my bike, to get everything 
pPTalled in so I felt.comfortable. By the time the first race in Poland came around in 
jlcember I’d hatlsix or seven Endurocross races done on a bike I was comfortable with. 
I’d always wapted to race theories in Europe, ever since 2008, but I was always with 
Japa||££irands and I didn’t have the support to go race SuperEnduro. Finally, having the 
support from Husqvarna meant it was possible to race the full series.” 


The race didn’t go so well for me. That track in France 
was odd to say the least - a little tight and I wasn’t really 
super-prepared for it.” 

So not a great first taste on European indoor racing? 

CH: “No, it wasn’t great but that wasn’t actually my first 
outing in Europe. In 2008 1 went to my first SuperEnduro 
in Barcelona. I was 18. 1 crashed in practice and broke 
my collarbone and spent the whole time in hospital. That 
was my first ever SuperEnduro and it was horrible, 

I didn’t even make it through second practice.” 

Clearly you've got the indoor enduro game figured 
out now. What would you say are your strengths as 
a racer? 


You’ve made a huge investment in building your own track at 
your home. How do you feel that’s paid off? 

CH: “Pretty much when I bought my new house I had the track 
built. It was that year, 2013, that I started to turn everything 
else around. I’d been racing EnduroCross for four years before — 
that. In the first couple of years I did well and was on the podium 
a lot but then when I moved out of my parents house I had a 
couple of bad years. But as soon as I bought my house, got back 
on with my training and got the track built that’s when I turned 
everything around. That year I finished fourth, the next year third, 
then second and I then I won the SuperEnduro title. And that was 
testament to my track, my training and what I invested in.” 

What’s your approach to training? Do you follow a relaxed 
schedule or are you focused on trying to improve all the time? 

CH: “A bit of both. With the SuperEnduro series I had to be a little 
more relaxed on my training because of the travel and the timings 
of it all - you don’t want to run yourself down and do too much. So I 
chilled-out more on the SuperEnduro side but basically a lot of the 
on-bike stuff I did on my back yard track.” 

So is all of your training done on your Endurocross track? 

CH: “I do a lot of on-the-bike stuff there but I go to the gym, too. 

I cycle quite a lot and generally eat as healthily as I can. I’ve 
gone extreme and eaten just specific things but after a while got 
burnt out on it. That’s when you can find yourself eating the things 
you probably shouldn’t be. But, you know, its all about balance - 
balancing everything that you can do in life is always good.” 

Why did you chose to go with Husky’s 350F this year when 
most other riders went for a 25 OF 
CH: “I like the power of it better than the 250. 1 can ride it at a 
little lower RPM. The 250F can be easier to ride because it’s a little 
lighter but I think I have an advantage sometimes on the 350. 

I rode a 450 really well. Husqvarna’s 350 it’s a little bigger than the 
250 - 1 can ride it smoother and that helps me.” 




©Husojiarna 


Racing 




Do you have plans to do any Hard Enduro races in DO IB? 

CH: “Yeah, I’m doing Erzberg this year. I’ll do a couple of extreme races 
here in the States but that’s about it as far as European races goes.” 

Do you think it’s possible to be good at EnduroCross and Hard Enduro? 
CH: “Oh, for sure, Jonny Walker already does it. He’s already one of the 
best SuperEnduro riders and probably the best Hard Enduro rider right 
now. It’s already being done!” 

You have a little over three months to get ready for the start of the 
EnduroCross series , got any predictions? 

CH: “This series is going to be really good - 1 think it’s going to be a good 
battle between myself, Cody Webb and Taddy Blazusiak. Having Taddy 
race will make it really exciting for me and for the fans. I’d love to have 
Jonny there as well - it would help the series here in the US. I see it 
coming down to the last turn of the last lap, at the last race again!” 

In your opinion does it make sense having two series - EnduroCross 
and SuperEnduro - and can you ever see them being joined together? 
CH: “There are a lot of good riders in Europe and a lot of good riders in the 
US - they all need to be together racing in one or two series. There can be 
two series but eventually you’re going to see that Jonny, Alfredo, Mario and 
Andreas will have to come to America, and the Americans go to Europe to race. 
I thinkthat will help the sport because it will give it more recognition.” 

Finally, with Cody Webb beating Taddy Blazusiak to the 201H 
EnduroCross title and you now winning the SuperEnduro championship 
do you believe momentum is firmly behind US racers now? 

CH: “When Taddy was racing in the US and he won the title three years 
in a row and then a sixth title in Europe, he was just doing those two 
things - EnduroCross and SuperEnduro. He wasn’t focused on Erzberg 
and all the other stuff. Myself and Cody who are racing EnduroCross 
and SuperEnduro, we’re kind of in the position Taddy was five years ago. 
That’s where Cody and I are at whereas Jonny and Alfredo [Gomez] and 
other guys are not focused on indoor racing all year. The momentum 
is going to be with us because we’re in tune with indoor racing all year. 
We’re never going to be out of that mode, never going to stop trying to 
get better at it, never going to stop doing it. We’re doing it all year round. 
So I think we’re going to keep getting better at it...” 




TOP TIPS: ADVICE FOR RIDERS 

What’s the best way to get better at riding rocks or log sections? 

“Get a trials bike and start riding trials. That’s the biggest thing. All the top riders have 
some trials background. Some are intermediate level, some are top level like Cody and 
Taddy. It definitely helps to have some experience in trials.” 

Are there any off-bike training secrets? 

“Not really. Most of my training gets done on the bike. There are no secrets!” 

How do you manage to cope with arm-pump? 

“I think arm pump is a mental thing, if you tell yourself you’re going to get it you will. 

I think you can overcome it mentally.” 

Any basic bike set-up advice? 

“The cool thing about EnduroCross or SuperEnduro is that you can take a stock bike, even a 
stock Japanese 250F, stick an 18-inch wheel on it, get proper tyres, proper mousses, adjust 
some sag, have the bars you like and make some gearing changes and you’re good to go. You 
don’t need a five thousand dollar motor, ten thousand dollar suspension, titanium parts, you 
don’t need any of that. You need a bike that you’re comfortable riding, e 
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number one when it 

to washing your bike 
the old mantra if a job’s 
ing, do it well. 

it than just 
bike looking 
-cleaning your 

pride and joy properly is 
directly linked to good bike 
maintenance. Here’s what 
we recommend you do when 
washing your bike... 

Words & Photos: Future7Media 




A good washing kit is simply an 
extension of your tool kit. A couple 
of bristly brushes (one softer and 
one stiffer] and a mud scraper 
are good to have trackside. Back 
home a power washer is important 
(obviously] plus good quality moto 
wash, exhaust bungs, airbox covers, 
plastic bags, and a selection of 
brushes and sponges. Alongside the 
good, old bucket they’re all essential, 


1. PRE-WASH 


Leave as much dirt at the track. It sounds 


kind of simple but you don’t need to be 
carting home half a tonne of unneeded mud. 
Before it dries remove the built-up crap 
from under mudguards, around wheels, 
underneath the swingarm, rear suspension 
linkage, up front around the sump guard 
and in and underthe exhaust. No harm in 


removing any excess crap from your boots 
and helmet while you’re at it either. You’ll be 
surprised just how much 
can be removed before a 


bike is loaded up forthe 
journey home. 



3 . KEEP THE WATER OUT 


When it comes to jet washing your bike you’ve got to use some common sense. 
Electronics, bearings, exhausts and air filters do not need blasting to hell and 
back with a high power washer. So, first things first, protect those vulnerable 
areas. Exhaust plugs and airbox covers are relatively cheap, or you can go DIY 
and use a small roll of rag up the exhaust and a plastic bag over the air filter. 
The important thing is to always plug and cover. Electrics are harder to cover 
so protect them with grease or silicon at the connectors before you ride. Then 
wash carefully! If you’re worried about any wiring then cover the area with 
tape/plastic. Zip-lock bags are handy to have around, too. 




4. DON’T GET TOO CLOSE 

The closer you get with the jet wash lance the more powerful it is. Or, the more 
damage it can do. Some have adjustable heads but whether yours does or not, 
don’t thrust the lance right up against wheel bearings, suspension linkage, 
radiators, electrical components or spend ages blasting away at the mangled 
end of your throttle twist grip. Basically, vary your distance from the bike 
depending on what you’re washing and where you’re pointing it. At the very least 
this is important to preserve all those carefully placed stickers. 







5 . FIRST WASH 

Get the whole bike wet by simply walking round it 
spraying from a distance of a little less than one bike 
length to get mud loosened. From there blast out the 
small garden that has grown under mudguards, around 
the rear suspension, up front where roost has gathered, 
around the exhaust and front of the engine and sump 
guard. Have a system, too. Top-to-bottom, front-to-back, 
walk around the bike. Whatever works for you but wash 
evenly and systematically. Basically, there’s no point 
making the lower parts of the bike super clean only to 
wash mud from above all over it later on. 



6. LAY HER DOWN 


You’ll be amazed how much mud is still on the bike when you lay it down. Underneath 
you’ll spot the hidden areas under mudguards, chain guard, sump, tank, exhaust, etc. 
With the worst blasted off get the bike back up on the stand and remove plastics and 
give the newly exposed areas a good clean, too. Knowing your bike means knowing where 
the mud collects, so you don’t cover your workshop floor when you strip it down later. 
Top tip: put bolts back where they came from or store them some place safer than your 

pocket so you don’t lose them. 



7 CHEMICALS BROTHER 

There are a stack of moto wash products available. Some work better than 
others but the good ones are well worth using. Moto wash removes stains 
and grime in a way you can’t by simplyjet washing or by using ‘normal’ 
soaps. It’s important to read first, use second. Some are strong as hell and 
need to be applied sparingly. Used neat some can lift decals and even harm 
brake seals. Get savvy with how long the manufacturer recommends leaving 
it on for, whether it needs diluting [in which case you’ll need a separate 
sprayer) and whether you should avoid getting it on your skin. As a general 
rule: spray, scrub, then rinse for best effects. Work on one area of the bike 
bit by bit if you’re worried about the spray’s strength. 



ri 


8. ATTENTION TO DETAIL 

It’s what your grandad always went on about, but like with so many things 
attention to detail is so, so important when washing a bike. Put down the 
pressure washer, move wheels around, turn handlebars and search out the 
mud. It’s best to find and remove it now, rather than find it in the workshop 
later on. Open brake calipers a little by holding each wheel with two hands 
while pushing the caliper gently with your knee. The wheel will turn freer 
allowing easier chain, sprocket and wheel cleaning. Get in there - wherever it 
might be - with a small brush, get the muck out from around those fork clamp 
bolt heads and give rims, spokes and hubs a good scrub. Getting all those 
nooks and crannies clean makes a difference when you come to work on the 
bike. It’ll also help preserve it in the long run. 



The bike might be clean but the job isn’t over. Start by leaning your pride and joy over on 
each side, to allow excess water to run off. If you’ve got an airline then give the bike a 
once over, remembering to push water away rather than into delicate areas. Now’s the 
time to drain the carb (if you’ve got one], clean out the air box and put a clean and dry 
filter in and spray the chain and lube moving parts like footrest, side stand and levers. 
If you don’t have an air line then give the bike a good wipe over before spraying with 
a water repelling light oil, particularly metal and high-wear areas of the bike to halt 
corrosion. Always start a bike after washing, but only with a clean filter fitted. Warm it 
up gently and until the top of the radiators get warm. If anything is damaged or broken 
remove it now because water or mud may have gotten in there too. e 




Morocco Enduro - Desert Adventure 


i_7 or 1 2 Days 
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WIM MOTORS 

ACADEM 

PORTUGAL 

$4^ 12 rental bikes for you to choose from 
f Advanced mechanics always ready to help 
-f- Enduro/Roadbook riding 

Call: +351926385026 0 Prices all inclusive 

www.wimmotorsacademy.com 





LAJ Wilderness 

vl Wheels Morocco 


infos@wildernesswheels.com 
T: 00 212 524 88 81 28 -T 
or 00 212 668 73 00 08 
www.wilderneswheels.com 


Llanerchindda Farm 


Trail Riding Holidays Mid Wales 


Family run Guest House & Self Catering Cottages, 
spectacular views, en-suite bedrooms, comfortable 
lounge bar & excellent home cooked food with: 

- Secure lock-up - Pressure washer - Drying room - 
- Map room with local lanes marked - 
- Experienced trail guide - On-site practice area - 
- Gps hire available - Knowledgeable owners - 
A very popular venue for both Individuals and groups of 
trail riders 


www.cambrianway.com Tel:01550 750274 info@cambrianway.com 
Cynghordy, Llandovery, Carmarthenshire, SA20 ONB 










' Can one bike/eally'be a machine for all 
occasions? Honda certainly thinks so with the 
2016 CRF250RC, an off-roader they’re calling 
. “...all the bike you’ll ever need.” 

Words 0 Photos: FutureWedla 


«T he Honda CRF250RE, all the bike you’ll ever need...” Now 
there’s an idea. One bike for all occasions - enduro, trail 
riding, and a bit of motocross use, too! But can any 
one bike be that good? Conventional wisdom tells 
us no but Honda says the CRF250RE is just that, a bike for all. 

On paper we’re looking, to be blunt, at a motocross bike with 
some fancy bits bolted on. So how versatile can this enduro 
bike really be? What abouttheslowspeed stuff, thetechnical going? 

How will that MX-spec suspension work in the woods and what 
about the power delivery? Frankly, is bolting on some enduro 
parts enough? 
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THE DETAILS 

This Honda UK CRF250RE comes fully loaded like a Christmas wish list. At a fully prime £9469 
[UK price with all parts fitted - £6999 without] you definitely need to be sure before you 
buy this one. That list of goodies is long though - Talon ACR rims, GMX Radiators alloy tank, 
ROCS triple clamps and adjustable bar mounts, RaceFX holeshot/launch devices, RFX clutch 
lever and engine cover, UFO handguards, Pro Racing digital speedo and lighting kit, Promoto 
billet side stand, AXP rad braces, Hurley radiator protectors and full DEP exhaust system. 


H0NDACRF250REFIRSTTEST 



With that little lot added the CRF250RE is a bike you can certainly be proud of in your 
garage. It stands out in the paddock, too. Built well is the cliche but mostly you’ll find that 
to be true of a Honda. It’s robust, built to take a knock or two. 

But things are packed in there mind you. Between the back of the engine and the airbox 
is a work of art with very little room to work without dismantling. Fancy adjusting the rear 
shock preload? There’s a bit of work involved there. 
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H0NDACRF250REFIRSTTEST 



EXPENSIVE TAILORING 

The CRF250RE [and 450RE] isn’t a Japanese-built, ‘official’ model. 
The list of extras, though great, are bolted on trimmings for the most 
part from UK specialists. That’s not to knock either Honda UK or the 
parts suppliers - for example the Talon wheels are great upgrades [you 
can buy the bike in more standard spec by the way]. But the bike feels 
light, strong under you and agile. Just like the stock MX bike does 
but with more purpose thanks to those triple clamps, wheels and 
hubs. The CRF’s clutch is lovely and light, the gearbox sweet and there’s 
plenty of power to play with. 

Well-done Honda UK, by the way, for making the CRF250RE an official 
model. You’ll not find it part of the line-up in many countries around 
the world. 

FORK FIT FOR PURPOSE? 

If you’ve nevertasted Showa SFF-AirTAC forks before [they’re common 
on motocross bikes] the theory is also good for enduro - there’s a 
huge weight saving [around Fibs] and blown fork seals have no affect 
on handling. 

At speed the CRF works well, the suspension does what it’s supposed 
to do and only needs simple tweaks to suit. But at lower speeds it’s 
harder to find a good feeling. The forks are rigid feeling, stiff in the first 
part of the stroke and lack sag. All of which might be fine on an MX 
track but it isn’t subtle enough for enduro. Honda’s SFF Air support app 
was handy, but ultimately useless because it is largely designed for 
motocross. A million different settings up and down the scale later and 
we’re still struggling to find a happy set-up. 

More progressive and softer at the top of the stroke would be 
the key. It’s an MX bike and though the range of settings is huge 
and adjustment is both sensitive and meaningful [one or two click 
changes make a notable difference], if you’re buying this bike it’ll need a 
suspension specialist and some money spending. 


ENGINE, POWER, GO! 

The 2016 CRF250R’s upgrades included a three-stage engine map 
switch on the handlebars. The maps are subtle in their differences 
but it can be hard to spot the changes between default and the mid- 
setting depending on the terrain. In the woods the middle setting 
is good, in some ways better because it smooth’s things out and 
helps you carry a higher gear. The third setting is a step up, sharper 
and helps if you want more fire in the belly. 

In theory you can switch settings on the move by pulling 
the clutch in and shutting the throttle but we failed at that and 
had to stop each time. Sometimes even restarting the engine to 
change modes. The other major difference between the R and RE 
models is the gearing. The RE sits on IW front and rear sprockets 
[one larger front than the MX bike], which is a cheap but 
effective trick. 

ELEPHANT ROOM 

250Fs are on the up slope in popularity as they get more reliable and 
powerful. Any fan that would drool over pics of Jamie McCanney’s 
and Nathan Watson’s EWC bikes is going to drool over this, too. 

As the elephant in the room will tell you, 250 four-strokes can 
be more expensive, especially more highly tuned MX motors. 
As ever it depends how and where you ride. And that’s the key with 
the CRF250RE - depending on where you ride this could be either 
brilliant or the wrong tool. It’d surely be a fine trail bike but Honda 
have better trail bikes in their showrooms. Honda also add the 
caveat to not ride the CRF RE too much on the road either because 
“extended road use may invalidate warranty”. 

There are reasons to buy 250Fs, but what about this one? 
It’s not tailored to enduro, it’s an MX bike tailored for enduro. 
For some that won’t work, for others the CRF250RE is good to go. 
It adds up to a bike with real purpose and, rather than a “bike for 
all occasions”, you’d have to say that to be at its best this bike is 
more specific than that. Sprint enduros? Yessir. 





Three things we’d like to see... 

X The obvious one - an electric starter. 
Please. Ignition and fuelling is 
much improved on the most recent 
Jap four-strokes, the CRF starts when 
hot and most of the time in gear, 
too. But when the going is nadgery 
and the (fan-free) engine gets hot, 
stalling comes too often. Pressing a 
button is easierthan kicking. 


• • 



2. Enduro settings in the suspension. For 
sure the Showa SFF-Air forks are trick 
and the adjusters front and rear make 
super-accurate changes you really can 
feel. Under-pinning it all though it feels 
too much like an MX bike and could do 
with being a little more woods-friendly. 

3. A sump guard. For all the glitz and glam 
this CRF250RE has bolted to it surely 
there’s space in the budget for a neat, 
little sump guard? 


» Max power 40hp 1 ll,500rpm/20ftl 
1 9000rpm torque 
» 105kg weight without fuel 
» Three stage engine mapping 

» 75 mins [approx.) tank range tested 
on a sandy track 


Thanks to Hit The Dirt for allowing us 
to ride around their woods for the day. 
More info at www.hitthedirt.net 
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uropean dirt bike manufacturers are 
staging somewhat of a comeback to 
the dirt bike market. Particularly Italian 
brands with a healthy dose of heritage to their name. 
SWM has made a recent return with their range of 
‘previous generation’ Husqvarna-based bikes. And 
now Fantic Motor is back with their new breed of 
small capacity Enduro and Supermoto models. 

Built in Italy - just north of Venice - Fantic currently 
offer three engine sizes - 50cc, 125cc and POOcc, while 
a P50cc four stroke is said to be coming soon. The three 
current models are clearly aimed at the trail riding / 
beginner end of the enduro market - in particular the 
125, which is learner-legal and allows owners to get out 
on the trails without a full bike license. 

Enduro illustrated took the 125E Performance and 
POOE Competition out for a day on the trails to see 
how they perform... 

On first inspection both the 1P5E and POOE models 
appear to be well put together with a quality finish 
and decent specification for their price point. Let’s not 
aren’t designed or built to be ‘serious’ top- 
Both have a cool looking white 
frame, wavy discs front and rear, 
rear damper and a ‘Big One’ silencer. 

(claimed 95kg for the 




getting the wheels moving. The most noticeable difference was the front forks, which 
display their budget nature when dealing with larger stones and potholes. You also 
quickly know you are down on power, but never really annoyingly so. It easily kept up 
with the group all day, with three different riders trying it out - none of us weighing in 
at anything less than 80kgs. 

For a beginner or youngster, the 125 ticks a lot of boxes linked to getting out and 
cutting teeth on the trails. It has a full size frame so younger riders get used to the 
feel of a bigger bike. Soft power ensures there’s nothing to be afraid of, allowing 
offroad basics to be learned before moving on to bigger bikes. It also retails for well 
under £4’000. 




The 200 is a capable little trail bike, which was easy to ride all day and punches 
well above its weight. Both bikes started on the button first time, every time despite 
getting a good soaking. The Keihin carbs also fuelled perfectly all day, suggesting 
things look good on the reliability front. 

Looking at the learner legal end of the market it’s clear there aren’t really that 
many options out there if you’re not quite ready for the full-on 125cc/200cc enduro 
experience. Of the ‘softer’ options on the market Honda’s CRF250L weighs and costs a 
fair bit more, with some of the AJP range closer to the mark. The Gas Gas Cami might 
also fit the bill but is currently unavailable. 

Fantic’s new models offer something just that little bit different, and as well as getting 







The footpegs on the 200 weren’t grippy enough for serious 
offroading. After paddling through a couple of muddy, 
forest sections early in the day we found our feet sliding 
around on the pegs a little too much. 

Hand guards were on the flimsy side and wouldn’t offer a lot 
of protection in a spill or decent contact with a tree or thick 
branches. A bash plate as standard wouldn’t go amiss either. 
The 125’s front suspension is basic. There’s no getting away 
from the fact the forks do feel a little harsh, particularly 
compared to the plusher units fitted to the 200. 
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(}BA - Fantic UK importer, 
Dean Clements 


DC: “First and foremost, the quality of components 
used in their construction. Fantic was born an Italian 
company in 1968 and is still an Italian owned company, 
manufacturing in Italy. The brand has never been cheap 
and to this day still isn’t, but you get what you pay for. 
The design and quality fits its chosen market position 
making them great value. 

Also, whilst Fantic strives to grow as a brand it has 
no desire to become a mass producer on Asian factory 
scales. This ensures Fantic will remain a quality niche 
brand. Fantic owners will buy something exclusive.” 


DC: “Fantic have made a very conscious decision to stay 
out of the enduro competition market and focus on the 
leisure market. It isn’t that they don’t know how to make 
enduro bikes - they won the European Championship 
as recently as 2013. It’s more of a decision in terms 
of brand direction. The current range has evolved into 
three specifications in three engine sizes - 50cc two- 
stroke, 125cc and 200cc four-stroke. This combination 
of reliable, soft power and lightweight construction 
make the Fantic models ideal for trail riding. Whilst not 
really designed for the job, they would be quite suitable 
for up and coming lower-level riders to tackle occasional 
enduro events. We have even heard of dealers selling 
bikes to people to compete in long distance trials.” 

















DC: The 125cc Performance spec model is delivered 
restricted to be compatible with provisional licence 
regulations. We see this being very attractive to riders 
of all ages who do not have a full licence, yet want to go 
green laning and trail riding. The bike is more than capable 
and totally legal with an L-plate. For riders wanting a bit 
more power the derestriction process is very easy. Riders 
with a full licence will be equally interested when wanting 
that same green lane, trail riding experience, but aren’t 
willing to spend £6000-£8000 on a competition breed 
enduro bike. The Fantic 125 Performance has an RRP of 
just £3799. Licensed riders wanting a new bike and bit 
more power, but still without breaking the bank, will start 
looking further into the range such as the Casa 200cc 
with an RRP of £4499 








DC: “Fantic was taken over by VeNetWork in 2014, 
which injected the capital and security to allow for 
growth. In Spring 2015 we had several meetings to 
organise the brand coming back to the OK. During those 
meetings I scoped out with them the specification 
of a larger capacity machine, yet remaining within 
the brand direction of producing leisure bikes. The 
result of those meetings was what you saw in EICMA 
last November. That bike will launch in May this year. 
The 250 ER will remain lightweight and soft in terms of 
power. Importantly it will be assembled using quality 
components, yet retain a price tag that is acceptable to 
leisure riders. We are hopeful that there will be further 
launches at EICMA. It is an exciting time at Fantic Motor 
and the coming years are certainly going to see the 
company relive its glory days.” 
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Photo: Future7Media Team Rider: Jack Edmondson 
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FACTORY 

racer 


Tasmanian charger Matt 
to race a 3tJ0cc four-stroke in the 
hampionship certainly got tongues 




S ometimes it pays to come at things from a different angle. Sometimes it’s good 
to move away from what’s expected and to take a chance! 

Doing just that, or ‘taking a bet’, as Sherco CH Racing Team Manager 
Fabrizio Azzalin describes it has so far paid off for the Italian squad and their # 1 
rider Matt Phillips. Opting for a less is more approach to their quest to secure the 
2016 EnduroGP title, the team and their two-time world champion decided to throw 
somewhat of a curve ball and race a 300cc four-stroke. Not, like most others, a 450. 
Opting for ‘a different way’ is something the CH Racing team have done before. 





And to good effect, too. Back in 2011 a 310cc Husqvarna powered Antoine Meo 
secured the Enduro 2 World Championship, and so far in 2016 their similar plan of 
attack seems to be working well for Phillips. 

Given the option of which bike to race in 2016, Phillips was initially split between the 
300 and the 450. “Late last year I started testing with Sherco,” explains Matt. “I rode 
the 300cc two-stroke, the new 450 and also the 300cc four-stroke. I really enjoyed 
riding the 300cc four-stroke. I wasn’t really thinking about racing it and trying to win on 
it back then, just that it would be a cool bike to train on during the winter.” 



Which is exactly what he did. Clocking up the 
hours back home in Tasmania, on his return to 
Europe he switched to a 450 - to start testing the 
bike he’d most likely spend the year racing. “When 
the time came to make a decision as to what bike 
I should race in EnduroGP I was split between the 
450 and the 300. 1 kind of went back and forwards 
between the 450 and the 300. 


“WE KNEW THAT RACING A 300 IS A CHALLENGE AGAINST THE %OS, BOTWE 
DECIDED TO GO FOR IT. BEING AT THE HEAD OF THE ENDUROGP CLASS AFTER THE 
OP ENIN B TWO ROUNDS OFTHE SEASON IS SOMETHING WE’RE ALL VERY PROUD OF..." 
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“It’s clear that in some occasion, 
on some special tests, that the 300 
will reach its limits and the advantage 
will be with the 450s,” admits Azzalin 
openly. “But a 300 is easier to ride 
hard all day, which is important. So, if 
the tests remain technical, the races 
challenging and tough, we believe the 
300 will be competitive all season. 
Although it’s a 300 the engine is 
strong, Matt showed that in the mud 
in Portugal. Even though Matt weighs 
close to 100 kilos he has showed the 
bike is competitive in all conditions.” 

Another reason the team opted for 
the 300 is its proven track record. A 
bike that’s already completed several 
seasons of world championship duty, 
the team knew they were working with 
a tried and tested product. One, it has 
to be said, isn’t all that far away from 
a production machine. 

“There really aren’t so many 
changes to Matt’s bike,” explains 
Azzalin. “The engine is more or less 
standard, with only some cylinder 
head work an Akrapovic exhaust 
system and different suspension 
being the main changes. Sherco 
modifies the cylinder head, the rest 
of the bike is built by the CH Racing 
team in Italy. 

“One significant change is to the 
upgraded rear brake. We do this 
because Matt likes to use the rear 
brake very hard. The rest is material 
that comes from our sponsors.” 











Bike: memo SEF-R3D0 


Rider: Matt Phillips / Tasmania 
Team: CH Racing 


Engine modifications: Cylinder head work carried out by 
Sherco factory, Akrapovic exhaust and modified intake cams. 

Piston: Standard 

Exhaust: Akrapovic, with dedicated CDI unit 
Crankshaft: Standard 
Transmission: Standard 
Ignition: Kokusan (standard] 

Spark Plug: NGK 
Clutch Basket: Standard 
Flywheel weight: Standard 

Front brake: Brembo factory master cylinder, Braking ‘butterfly’ disk 
Rear brake: Brembo gold caliper, 240mm, 5mm thick disc 
Triple clamps: GeCo Specials Parts, 22mm offset 
Bars: Domino 
Levers: Oomino 

Grips: Progrip Sprockets & gearing: Sunstar, 13-48 

Handguards: Racetech Rear Wheel: Alpine 18’ rim 

Fuel Tank: Standard Front Wheel: Alpine 21’ rim 

Plastics/bodywork: standard Tyres: Metzeler (rear). Michelin [front] 

Air Filter: Twin Air Suspension: Forks - WP cone valve 

Radiators: Standard Suspension: Shock - WP (Sherco cross-country model] 

Radiator Braces: Meca’System Suspension linkage: Standard 

Sump guard: Meca’System Foot pegs: GeCo Specials Parts 

Chain: Sunstar Graphics: Blackbird 

Chain guards: TM Oesignworks Seat: Blackbird - Harder and higher 
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Chris Birch 

(Red Bull extreme enduro rider) 






LIGHTWEIGHT 
* £ 

HEATED 
GARMENTS 

MADE FOR 


RIDERS 




Ultra light-weight 

Carbon fibre heating elements 
Maximum heat delivered fast 
Heat on demand 


Engineered lightweight heated 
garments supplying warmth at 
the PUSH of a button. 


NOW 

AVAILABLE! 


WHITE 
— OR 
BLACK 
AVAILABLE 


Easy to access 
control button 
on sleeve 





On a wave of fun and fuss-free bikes, 
Montesa has launched the Wide. 
Basically their WT trials bike ^ 
s| with a host of minor tweaks aimed at 
making it trail friendly and easy as pie to ride. 
You’ve gotta wonder though, who’s it for? 
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A trials bike is impractical in so many ways but if you added a decent seat, some tank 
range and slightly better ergonomics then surely it appeals? 

Though you wouldn’t expect it the TOe differs significantly and enough from regular 
trials bikes to make it useful as a trail bike. Footrests are further forward and higher, 
handlebars similarly have a slightly taller bend and the slim seat unit is a modest 
885mm from the floor. Couple those changes in riding position with 38mm overall height 
difference, ?%im more suspension travel at the front, 12mm more at the rear, and you’re 
in a subtle but importantly different place compared to a trials bike. 

It might seem like Montesa have just bolted on a seat but there’s more too it than 
that. The seat is comfortable and the geometry tweaked carefully enough to be pretty 
handy if all you want to do is sit down. For a trials bike that’s a novelty. It works like a 
trials bike but doesn’t feel quite like one. 

Other changes made are the 80mm bigger rear brake disc, while the “normal” L9litre 
fuel tank ballooned to 4/llitres, which Montesa claims pushes fuel range to a handy 
enough 75mile/120kms. 

Gearing is adjusted too - the first four gears are longer, not just to make it a little more 
useful on the road and trails but to take away the natural sharp, potentially aggressive lower 
gears of a competition trials bike. Fifth gear remains the same as the 4RT. 



An easy bike is a good bike to ride. For many the step to 
an enduro machine is a step too far. We’ve seen enough 
novices try an enduro bike only to get put off because by its 
height, sharp power delivery and the general “knife-edge” 
feel, in comparison to the machine they’ve switchec^rom. 9 

The 4Ride couldn’t be easier to live with. Moderate * 
seat height, decent steering lock and a soft, linear power 
delivery all scoop you up like a helping hand along any kind of ■ 
technical terrain. It’s light too and the controls are feather 
light to use. All of which makes you instantly confident. 

Those changes to the handlebar height and footrest position 
also make it a happy enough place to sit on for a reasonable 
distance on the road. 

For sure there are limitations to this bike, particularly if 
you start to ride fast and push the soft suspension hard. 

But 4Ride has no pretentions for being an enduro machine 
or even a conventional trail bike. 



It’ll do anything (yet nothing particularly], which sounds 
| like a put-down. It isn’t. For many an older trials rider, 
the 4Ride could be something of a throwback to the 
days when you rode to a trial, competed and then - ?. 
ride home again via a Sunday afternoon pint. 120kms 
fuel tank range should be enough for most people to 
meander to a local club trial. 

Being a four-stroke you can fill up at a fuel 
station too. Whether we’d dare walk inside to pay 
and leave it alone on a forecourt, we’re not so sure. 
The 4Ride is naturally so easily nick-able we’d be 
scared to turn our back. ** 



TREHTIRE TRHIL5UKE HPLHUEROURO 

Like other bikes of this type the Montesa 4Ride makes you see the world with different 
eyes. It took a while for us to adjust ours away from seeing it as a “proper” trials bike, 
but we did see the point of the 4Ride - you don’t have to ride flat-out everywhere. When 
you begin to see rocks and tree roots as part of your playground, and embrace the 
technical nuggets that litter every trail, the bike comes into it own. The nasty stuff is 
there to be enjoyed rather than avoided. 

In that way we’d say the 4Ride has the upper hand over the KTM Freeride. For certain 
the 4Ride has a trick up its sleeve in terms of its steering lock by comparison to the 
Freeride, for example. The TOe knows its place in life and seems a little more ready to 
have a play. 

Inoffensive, low maintenance, soft and enjoyable. But £6299 is a lot of money for a fun 
bike. That said we all know people who spend that kind of cash on a bicycle (and that’s 
utter madness!). The types of bikes we can spend our money on is growing broader by the 
year, so why not a Montesa 4Ride if all you want is easy, fun on the trails? 



STHTISTIOS 

Engine: 358.9ccLiquid-cooled, SOHC single 

Power/torque: lObhp 1 4750rpm [claimed) 17ft-lb 1 2700rpm[claimed) 

Top speed: 60mph test.) 

Wheelbase: 1333cm 
Weight: 85kg/187lbs 
Seat height: 885mm 

Tank range: 74m / lPOkms [approx, with Wtre tank capacity) 

Price: £6399 e 



HARD AND RESISTANT SHELL 
ABRASION AND IMPACT RESISTANT 
PERFECT FIT 
EASY TO INSTALL 


SWINGARM PROTECTORS 

FOR THE TOUGHEST RIDES 





POLISPORT SWINGARM PROTECTOR GUARANTEE AN 
UNDAMAGED AND VISUALLY APPEALING SWINGARM 


HONDA 


KAWASAKI 


HUSQVARNA 


SUZUKI 
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ON THE COVER: 

Recognising the fact that 
’i WTEa SStist there’s strong interest in 
^ the mid-sized two-stroke 

y-. ^ market Yamaha recently 

4 . v ' rolled out their new WR250. 

I ’ ' • & y Basing its technology 
on the renowned YZ250 
. . motocrosser it features 

a series of offroad-specific mods to make it a 
competitive woods racer. 

BIKE: Yamaha WR25D 
PHOTO: Future7Media 


and realise 
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i Copyright Future7Media Ltd, 2016. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction of any part of Enduro illustrated is prohibited 
without the express permission of Future7Media Ltd. 
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